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AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION 

Please replace the paragraph beginning on page 5, line 1 of the Specification as- 
filed with the following replacement paragraph (which includes markings to show 
changes made); 

The duckbill seal of the zero seal nnay comprise of opposing lip portions 
separated by a slit portion In this aspect, the opposing lip portions are coated with or 
attached to a soft or occlusive material. The occlusive material is one of Kraton 
KRATON® . polyurethane or the like, It is appreciated that the occlusive lip portions 
allow a surgical item such as a suture to extend through the slit portion without 
disrupting the seal. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning on page 24, line 16 of the Specification 
as-filed with the following replacement paragraph (which includes markings to 
show changes made): 

Referring to FIGS, 34, 35, duckbill valves 124, 120 are seen according to the 

present invention comprising opposing lip portions 126, 127 separated by slit portions 

130, In this embodiment, the opposing lip portions 126, 127 are coated with or 

attached to a very soft and occlusive material 125, A materia! for the attached 

occlusive portions 125 may Include silicone. Kratee KRATON® , Polyurethane or the 

like. The soft, occlusive portions 125 of the opposing lips 126, 127 of the duckbill seals 

120, 124 allow the duckbill seals to form a complete seal while an object is within the 

sealing portions of the duckbill. Normally, duckbill seals only seal when there is no 
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object extending through the sealing lip portions or slits 130 With the occlusive sealing 
lip portions 126, 127 of the invention, a user may extend selected items through the 
seal without disrupting the seal For instance, FIG. 36 illustrates that a surgeon may be 
able to tie a suture knot extra corporeally without losing internal gas pressure during a 
laparoscopic surgery where the present invention is used as an access device. The 
suture extensions 500, 501 may extend through the duckbill seal 120 so that they can 
be tied and subsequently pushed into place through the access device 100= The 
occlusive material 125 associated with the slits 130 in the duckbill valve 120 allows the 
valve to close fully even while certain items 500, 501 remain in the fluid path of the 
vaive 120 

Please replace the paragraph in the section entitled "Abstract of the Disclosure" 
with the following replacement paragraph (which includes markings to show 
changes made): 

The present invention relates to a surgical access device comprising an elongate 
tubular member having a working channel and an axis e xtending betw ee n a proximal 
end and a distal end, a septum seal integrally formed at the distal end of the tubular 
member, and a zero seal disposed at the distal end of the tubular member and distal to 
the septum seal, the zero seal being sized and configured to seal when no instrument is 
in place within the working channel of the tubular member^ and the zero seal being 
coupled to the septum seal and - having prop e rties - te - f te at - wi - th - th e- soptum soa l r e lative 
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to the tubular member. Th e tubular nnemb e r may b o form o d from an e lastom e ric 
material. The tubular m e mb e r has a w all that may be rigid or S G m i -r i gid, and the tubular 
m e mber may be reinforced with a coi l along a portion of the tubular membor. The 
tubu l ar member may include a distal, moehanically d e p l oyable shi e ldlng - portion T The 
zero seal may be a duckbill seal construct e d with one or more int e rsecting s e a li ng 
portions. Th e duckbi l l seal may compris e of having opposing lip portions separated by 
a slit portion The opposing lip portions are coated with or attached to a soft or 
occlusive material. Th e occ l usiv e mat e r i al is on e of Kraton, po l yur e thane or th e like. 
The occ l usivG l i p portions al l ow a surgical i tem such as a sutur e to e xtend through the 
s li t-portion without d i srupt i ng th e sea l . In one aspect, the tubular m e mber and the 
septum s e al are mo l d e d togeth e r as a single un i t a nd tho zero - s e a l i s then bond e d or 
fused to th e s e ptum sea l . I n another asp e ct; th e tubu l ar m e mb e Fr#t e- septum s e a l an d 
the zero s e al ar e all - mo l d e d tog e ther - or int e gra l ly formed as a s i ngl e unit. The tubu l a f 
m e mb e r may furth e r com pri s e flexib i l i ty enhancing features to a ll ow th e tubular memb e r 
to fl e x i n - respons e to a motion of a surgica l instrument within the working channoi of th o 
tubular m e mb e r. 
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